SLM – A.1: CONSERVATION:
	To conserve means to protect, to maintain etc. If the life on earth is to be normal, water, air, soil, plants and animals should maintain perfect balance in the nature. Man’s over indulgence causes imbalance in nature. In order to keep the balance of nature, conservation is essential. Let us look briefly to the different aspects of conservation.
Water:	Water is polluted and contaminated by industrial effluents, sewage, pesticides, oil spill over from ships, motor boats, open defecation etc.
	Sewage water and industrial effluents can be treated by way of treatment plants. Defecation must be done in latrines only.
Air:	Air is polluted by means of dust, smoke and carbon monoxide from vehicles, different kinds of engines etc. Vehicular pollution can be prevented by way of modifying the engines, filters and precipitators should be insisted upon for the factories.
Soil:	It takes millions of years to form the top fertile soil an inch thick. So, we have to take precaution against the pollution and erosion of soils.
	Soil gets polluted by pesticides, fertilizers, industrial waste such as chemicals, plastics etc. Accumulation of sewage also results soil pollution.
What to do?	Use organic manure, make compost pits, avoid use of plastic bags, containers etc. Recycle the wastage.
 Soil erosion is caused by heavy currents of water, glaciers wind and waves. Soil erosion can be prevented by means of growing trees and grass, construction wall or keeping boulders by the side of sea coast.
Forests:	Forests are very essential for the existence of the living resources i.e., plants, animals and micro-organisms. Plants satisfy many of human needs such as food, shelter, medicines, paper, oils, rubber and raw materials for industries. Forests are habitats for animals.
	Forests protect the environment. They prevent soil erosion and have a favourable influence on the climate. They purify air. But at the same time man has looted the wealth of forests. Forests have become barren lands. Animals have lost their habitat and have come in the list of endangered or extinct species. The forest area is being alarmingly reduced.
Afforestation has to be taken up on a war footing. We are now feeling that the ecological balance is being lost due to deforestation. The climatic conditions are fast changing. The rainfall is decreasing. The birds and the wild animals are feeling difficult in finding their natural habitat.
The Government has taken steps to preserve the forests by enacting laws. 
ENDANGERED SPECIES: Some of the species are at the verge of extinct as they do not find their habitat. Man is causing danger to vegetation, animals, birds and other organisms.
We have to conserve the wild life. The Government has taken up the following measures to conserve wild life:
Prevention of human activities in reserved forests.
Improving the natural habitats of wild species of plants and animals.
Breeding of wild animals in zoos, and releasing them in natural habitats.
Creating wild life parks all over the country.
Enforced strict legislation against cutting trees, hunting and poaching of animals.
We have to educate the people to shoot the wild species not with the gun but with the camera. We have also to educate the people to be thrifty in the use of all kinds of energy. We have to educate the people about the measures taken up by the Government to save the environment.
We have to educate the people to use Solar Energy instead of fuel.

The contribution of World Wide Fund for Nature in this regard is commendable. Other like minded organisations are the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN), Bombay Natural History Association etc.


